[Contribution of echography in the diagnosis ruptured liver abscess (Apropos of 4 cases)].
The authors report 4 cases of ruptured hepatic abscesses in peritoneum (2 cas) and in pleural (2 cases). The cases occurred in 3 men (two of them were alcoholic) and one woman who was in the postpartum period. The cases confirm the classic pictures according to which, ruptures of hepatic abscesses have unclear clinical presentation whether they are amoebic or bacterial in origin! In these cases, ultrasound is very useful in the rapid detection of peritoneal or pleural abscesses which can be confirmed by ultrasonically guided fine needle punction When the channel from the intra hepatic abscess can be visualised, or when they are a coexisting hepatic and peritoneal pleural abscesses, the diagnosis is clear. However when the abscess has been completely emptied of its contents the diagnosis may the difficult.